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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1a 1681 3.6 1.1 5 72.3 100
1b 1680 4.9 2.4 10 49.3 99.9
1c 1677 4.9 2.7 10 49.5 99.8
1d 1677 13.8 5.8 25 55 99.8
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.


	Eduqas 2016 Online Exam Review
	Eduqas GCE Sociology Component 2 B200U20-1
	Item Level Data
	Facility factor graph
	Question 1b
	Mark scheme
	Example 1
	Example 1 marked

	Example 2
	Example 2 marked

	Example 3
	Example 3 marked


	Question 1c
	Mark scheme
	Example 1
	Example 1 marked

	Example 2
	Example 2 marked

	Example 3
	Example 3 marked


	Question 1d
	Mark scheme
	Example 1
	Example 1 marked

	Example 2
	Example 2 marked

	Example 3
	Example 3 marked








 (b) Assess the view that youth cultures act as a form of resistance. [30]
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Highlight



Highlight



Sticky Note

Two problems have been identified. Consent and sensitivity. The item is used for both. 



Sticky Note

Some imprecision regarding reliability. It is very important on a methods paper to use and explain the key concepts accurately.







Sticky Note

The Dobash and Dobash research is not entirely relevant as it is not focused on young people. It is not essential to use research for this part of the question and therefore the time could have been spent developing the issues 



Sticky Note

This is a good detailed answer which is clearly structured and is therefore in the top mark bands for AO1 and 25/6 and 4/4Total 9?10



Sticky Note

This is a clear definition of snowball sampling but it is then repeated in the advantage and disadvantage.Candidates are advised to start by focusing on the specifics of the question.  A disadvanage is .....An advantage is ......












Sticky Note

Brief introduction but no explicit reference to the question.



Sticky Note

Accurate but descriptive reference to skinheads.



Sticky Note

This point needed developing.



Sticky Note

Another descriptive account with a passing reference to resistance.







Sticky Note

Unclear reference to Marxism.



Sticky Note

Again undeveloped.



Sticky Note

Again descriptive. This candidate failed to apply their knowledge to the context of the question.



Sticky Note

AO1- 6 marks.Basic descriptive knowledge of some youth cultures/sub-cultures. Very brief answers. AO2- 2 marks.Some potentially relevant material but used in a basic manner.AO3-5 marks.List like and undeveloped.












 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


3 

















 


© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 7 


(d) With reference to sociological studies, discuss the strengths and weaknesses 
of using more than one method in sociological research  (25) 


 
Answers should demonstrate the ability to make sense of sociological 
debates, offer sociological examples and explain sociological concepts. 
Answers need to use key terminology. Credit will be given to effective 
discussion where there is detailed and wide ranging knowledge. Where 
answers demonstrate all abilities to the highest standard, then they will be 
consistent with band 4. However answers demonstrating knowledge but fewer 
skills of interpretation and discussion may achieve band 4 forA01 but lower 
bands for A02 and A03.    


 
Indicative content 


 


 Definition and discussion of the use of more than one method in 
sociological research. 


 Triangulation. 


 Methodological pluralism. 


 There will be a balanced argument. 


 There will be accurate use of sociological concepts such as validity, 
reliability, representativeness, generalisability and ethics. 


 Answers may include reference to sociological studies using one method 
or more than one method such as Barker (1984), MacDonald and Marsh 
(2005), McDowell (2004), Knight (2014). 


 
  Strengths 
 


 Validity.  


 Can cross check data from one method to another. 


 Can compare quantitative data and qualitative data. 


 Can clarify findings from one method by using another. 


 Can use one method to generate ideas for another one.  


 Will make it safer to generalise findings to the target population. 
 


Weaknesses 
 


 Expensive. 


 Time consuming. 


 The research design may be very complicated. 


 Data from the different methods may be conflicting. 


 Analysis can be quite complex. 


 Not favoured by post-modernists. 
 
 Answers may include reference to sociological studies using one method or 


more than one method such as Barker (1984), MacDonald and Marsh (2005), 
Dench (2006), Humphreys (1970), McDowell (2004), Knight (2014).  
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Band AO1 
elements 2a & 2b 


AO2 
element 1b 


AO3 
strands 1-3 


4 


9-10 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
detailed knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological 
theories/concepts/evidenc
e relating to the context of 
the debate/question as 
applied to research 
methods. 


5 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
accurate and relevant 
selection of appropriate 
sociological 
theories/concepts/evidence/
research methods. These 
are applied and interpreted 
in the context of the 
debate/question. 


9-10 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
detailed, well organised 
and logical arguments. 
Logical judgements and 
conclusions will be offered 
based on explicit 
evaluation of the relevant 
theories/concepts/research 
methods/evidence 
examined. 


3 


6-8 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
some knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological 
theories/concepts/evidenc
e relating to the context of 
the debate/question as 
applied to research 
methods. 


4 marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
accurate and relevant 
selection of appropriate 
sociological 
theories/concepts/evidence/
research methods. Some of 
which are applied and 
interpreted in the context of 
the debate/question. 


6-8 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
some, well organised and 
logical arguments. 
Judgements and 
conclusions offered will 
show some evaluation of 
the relevant 
theories/concepts/evidenc
e/research methods 
examined. 


2 


3-5 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
basic knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological 
theories/concepts/evidenc
e relating to the context of 
the debate/question as 
applied to research 
methods. 


3 marks  
Answers demonstrate a 
basic ability to select, apply 
and interpret appropriate 
sociological 
theories/concepts/evidence/
research methods in the 
context of the 
debate/question. 


3-5 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
basic arguments. 
Judgements and 
conclusions offered will 
show basic evaluation of 
the 
theories/concepts/evidenc
e examined. 


1 


1-2 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
limited knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological 
theories/concepts/evidenc
e relating to the context of 
the debate/question as 
applied to research 
methods. 


1-2 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
limited ability to select 
and/or interpret and/or 
apply sociological 
theories/concepts/evidence 
in debate/question. 


1-2 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
limited argument. Any 
judgement and 
conclusions offered will 
show limited evaluation of 
any 
theories/concepts/evidenc
e/research methods 
examined. 


 0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks  
NRSP 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Eduqas GCE Sociology component 2 MS Summer 2016/CJ 
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Or 
 
3. (c) Discuss the significance of reasons for changes to youth cultures in the 


contemporary UK. [30]  
 
 Answers should demonstrate the ability to make sense of sociological 


debates, offer sociological examples and explain sociological concepts. 
Answers need to use key terminology. Credit will be given to effective 
discussion where there is evidence of detailed and wide ranging knowledge. 
Where answers demonstrate all skills to the highest standard they will be 
consistent with band 4. However answers demonstrating knowledge but fewer 
skills of interpretation and discussion may achieve band 4 for AO1 but lower 
bands for AO2 and AO3. 


 Indicative content 
 


 There should be a clear understanding of reasons for changes to youth 
cultures contemporary UK. Reference may be made to writers such as 
Muggleton, Maffesoli, Furlong and Cartmel. 


 Globalisation and hybrid youth sub-cultures – Luke and Luke, Cashmore 


 Consumerism and consumption, Bennett 


 Choice, Thornton 


 Declining influence of class, Willis 


 Participation and gender, McRobbie 


 Less politicized, Hackett 


 Reference may be made to relevant social or economic changes 


 The significance of these reasons should be compared and discussed. 
There may be reference to theoretical debates   
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Band 
AO1 
elements 1a & 1b 


AO2 
element 1a 


AO3 
strands 1-3 


4 


12-14 marks 
Answers demonstrate detailed 
knowledge and understanding 
of sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating to 
the context of the 
debate/question.  
 


4 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
accurate and relevant 
selection of appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence. These 
are applied and interpreted in 
the context of the 
debate/question.  
 


10-12 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
detailed, well organised 
and logical arguments. 
Logical judgements and 
conclusions will be offered 
based on explicit 
evaluation of the relevant 
theories/concepts/ 
evidence examined. 


3 


8-11  marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
knowledge and understanding 
of sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating to 
the context of the 
debate/question.  
 


3 marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
accurate and relevant 
selection of appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence. Some of 
which are applied and 
interpreted in the context of 
the debate/question.  
 


7-9 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
some, well organised and 
logical arguments. 
Judgements and 
conclusions offered will 
show some evaluation of 
the relevant theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
examined.  


2 


4-7 marks 
Answers demonstrate basic 
knowledge and understanding 
of sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating to 
the context of the 
debate/question.  
 


2 marks 
Answers demonstrate a basic 
ability to select, apply and 
interpret appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the 
context of the 
debate/question.  
 


4-6 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
basic arguments. 
Judgements and 
conclusions offered will 
show basic evaluation of 
the theories/concepts/ 
evidence examined.  


1 


1-3 marks  
Answers demonstrate limited 
knowledge and understanding 
of sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating to 
the context of the 
debate/question.  
 
 


1 mark 
Answers demonstrate limited 
ability to select and/or 
interpret and/or apply 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the 
context of the 
debate/question.  
 


1-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
limited argument. Any 
judgements and 
conclusions offered will 
show limited evaluation of 
any theories/concepts/ 
evidence examined.  


 
0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GCE Sociology Unit 1 Summer 2016/Wales 
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Option 2: Youth Cultures


Compulsory question


3. (a) (i) Explain the meaning of the term neo-tribe. [5]


(ii) Research has found that some young people form anti-school subcultures.


 Explain t wo sociological reasons for this. [10]
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Sticky Note

Introduction. Displays some understanding of resistance with an example linked to Marxism.







Sticky Note

An example of resistance linked to sociologists, could have been more detailed.



Sticky Note

Vague and lacking clarity.



Sticky Note

Reference to an opposing view. Rather descriptive. This knowledge could have been further developed to explicitly evaluate the Marxist view. 



Sticky Note

Linked to Marxism here but no example or evidence.







Sticky Note

A relevant paragraph with some evidence but again could have been further developed.



Sticky Note

The end of the paragraph lacks clarity.



Sticky Note

Accurate reference to Cohen and skinheads.







Sticky Note

Some development of Cohen's view of skinheads.



Sticky Note

Relevant reference to punks.This paragraph could have been improved with reference to a named sociologist.



Sticky Note

This point could have been developed to give a more balanced answer.



Sticky Note

AO1-10 marks.Some reference to relevant sociologists and examples. More detail would have improved the answer.AO2- 3 marks.Focused on question and some relevant knowledge used.AO3- 8 marks.Some appropriate analysis. Evaluation not always explicit or developed.
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Highlight



Sticky Note

This reference to the item is in need of development. The examiner is left to make the connections to the item and to sensitivity for themselves.



Sticky Note

Demand characteristics are explained and there is further reference to the item. However there was an opportunity to refer to validity which was not taken up. 







Sticky Note

Sensitivity was the second issue and this was linked to validity however validity was not developed or explained.



Sticky Note

Some K and U so therefore MB 2 for AO1 3/6 and some ability to select relevant material and apply it appropriately AO2 3/6.Total 6/10



Sticky Note

A weak definition.



Sticky Note

The second paragraph provides a clearly developed advantage and this has been well developed in relation to the item.



Sticky Note

The second paragraph is a clear disadvantage and the point is accurately linked to representativeness and generalisability. The item has been used well in relation to the gender mix of the sample used by the researchers.












 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


2 








Sticky Note

Very clear definition



Sticky Note

Good example



Sticky Note

Accurate use of named sociologists and theory



Sticky Note

Further explicit and accurate knowledge.



Sticky Note

AO1-3marks.Definition and 2 clear knowledge points supported by sociological knowledge and language.AO2- 2 marks.All the points developed and an example.







Sticky Note

Definition



Sticky Note

First reason identified.



Sticky Note

A clear explanation of the possible effect of setting and streaming



Sticky Note

Needs further development in terms of anti-school sub-cultures.



Sticky Note

Evidence and/or examples would have improved this first reason.



Sticky Note

Second reason identified.



Sticky Note

Some explanation and development and accurate use of sociological language.



Sticky Note

AO1- 4 marks.Two accurate reasons identified. Lacking examples and evidence.AO2- 2 marks.Some accurate application of knowledge but undeveloped in terms of anti-school sub-cultures.
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GCE SOCIOLOGY 
 


SUMMER 2016 MARK SCHEME 
 


 
The London riots 2011 
 
The researchers wanted to understand the motivations, attitudes and experiences of people 
who took part in the riots of August 2011. Unstructured interviews were conducted with 
270 people. They were held in people's homes, fast food restaurants, cafes and youth clubs. 
The researchers had local contacts and knowledge of the communities. They used a form of 
snowball sampling to identify potential interviewees. 
 
A third of the sample was aged between 10 and 17 years old and almost half were between 
18 and 25. Four-fifths were male and one-fifth female. The researchers thought the ratio of 
males to females was probably not a true reflection of those who took part in the riots. In 
addition to the interviews 2.5 million riot related tweets were analysed and a quantitative 
analysis of 1000 court records was carried out.  
 
 
Adapted from The Guardian/The London School of Economics and Political Science. 
Reading the Riots:Investigating England's Summer of Disorder 2011 
 
 
1. (a) Using material from the item and sociological knowledge, explain the meaning 


of the term unstructured interviews. (5) 
 


Answers should include accurate knowledge points for band 3 AO1. Points 
should be supported with examples and/or evidence. For band 3 AO2 a clear 
explanation of the examples/evidence should be present. 


 
Indicative content 


 


 A definition of unstructured interviews. 


 Possible to gain a relationship/rapport with the interviewees.  


 Used where in-depth information is sought. 


 Validity is high. 


 Interviewer can ask interviewee for clarification. 


 Interviewer can probe for more detailed information. 


 Used where groups may feel apprehensive about speaking to 
researchers. 


 Often used in ethnographic research. 


 Reference will be made to the item. 
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Band AO1 
elements 2a & 2b 


AO2 
element 1b 


3 


3 marks 
Answers demonstrate detailed 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological concepts and/or 
evidence relating to the 
debate/question as applied to 
research methods 


2 marks 
Answers demonstrate accurate and 
relevant sociological 
concepts/evidence/research 
methods. These are applied and 
interpreted in the context of the 
debate/question. 
Reference will be made to the item to 
show the ability to select appropriate 
sociological methods in the context 
of the debate/question. 


2 


2 marks  
Answers demonstrate some 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological/concepts and/or 
evidence relating to the context 
of the debate/question as 
applied to research methods 


1 mark 
Answers demonstrate some ability to 
select, apply and interpret 
appropriate sociological 
concepts/evidence/research methods 
in the context of the debate/question. 


1 


1 mark 
Answers demonstrate basic 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological/concepts and/or 
evidence relating to the context 
of the debate/questions as 
applied to research methods 


 


 0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 
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Sticky Note

The first problem identified is practical but this is not linked to young people.



Sticky Note

The reference to 270 participants is an implicit link to the item. It would be helpful if the item was used more explicitly and if the fact it was being used was flagged up. 



Sticky Note

This section is not linked to the question. Candidates must ensure on these 10 mark questions that they do not waste time by losing focus.



Sticky Note

The second problem identified is the age gap. this is linked to rapport and verstehen but both of these are in need of development.



Sticky Note

Overall 2 problems identified, both in need of development. Some knowledge and understanding and some ability to select and apply relevant material. AO1 3/6 AO2 2/4 Total =5/10 












(c) Discuss the significance of reasons for changes to youth cultures in the contemporary 
UK. [30]
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Sticky Note

Implicit definition- the definition could be more explicit.



Sticky Note

Accurate theory identified



Sticky Note

A feature of neo-tribes identified with some development.



Sticky Note

Another feature identified.



Sticky Note

AO1- 3 marks.Despite the slightly implicit definition there are 3 knowledge points.AO2- 1 mark.One point developed.



Sticky Note

One reason identified.







Sticky Note

Use of Willis not accurate in terms of masculinity.



Sticky Note

Labelling identified- but by whom?



Sticky Note

Some understanding here but anecdotal. Needs supporting evidence and examples.



Sticky Note

AO1- 2 marks.Some basic knowledge and 2 reasons identified. Lacking explicit sociological content.AO2- 2 marks.Attempts to develop the point about labelling.
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(b) Using material from the item and sociological knowledge, explain two 
problems that might have arisen when interviewing young people. (10) 


 


There should be two possible problems for AO1 band 3. These problems can 
be theoretical, practical or methodological and must contain technical 
language. 
 


 For AO2 band 3 the problems must be contextualised and explained with 
reference to methodological issues. 


 


Indicative content 
 


 Ethical issues regarding permission to interview young people. 


 Young peoples' rights to withdraw. 


 Safety of young people. 


 Access to young people. 


 Gatekeepers. 


 The willingness of young people to be interviewed. 


 Young people may give answers they think will please the researcher. 


 Young people may exaggerate answers or be economical with the truth if 
they think there is criminality involved. 


 Reference will be made to the item. 


 Reference may be made to studies such as MacDonald and Marsh 
(2005), Lincoln (2004), Sharpe (1976, 1994), Frosh (2002), Blackman 
(1995, 1997).  
These are just examples, research evidence is not essential in this part of 
the question. 
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Band 
AO1 


 elements 2a & 2b 
AO2 


element 1b 


3 


5-6 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
detailed knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological concepts 
and/or evidence relating to 
the context of the 
debate/question. 


4 marks 
Answers demonstrate a detailed 
ability to select, apply and 
interpret appropriate sociological 
concepts and/or evidence in the 
context of the debate/question. 
 
There will be appropriate use 
made of the item to demonstrate 
understanding. 


2 


3-4 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
some knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological concepts 
and/or evidence relating to 
the context of the 
debate/question. 


2-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate some ability 
to select, apply and interpret 
appropriate sociological concepts 
and/or evidence in the context of 
the debate/question. 
 
Some reference will be made to 
the item. 


1 


1-2 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
basic knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological concepts 
and/or evidence relating to 
the context of the 
debate/question. 


1 mark 
Answers demonstrate a basic 
ability to select, apply and 
interpret appropriate sociological 
concepts and/or evidence in the 
context of the debate/question. 


 
0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 


 
  












Sticky Note

This is a weak definition of snowball sampling.



Highlight



Highlight



Sticky Note

The disadvantage is linked to the weak definition and then to the item. Ideally the key concept could have been used here in an explicit and developed way.



Sticky Note

The advantage is unclear, presumably the candidate means an ethnic mix. Candidates frequently interchange ethnic and ethic. This is not really acceptable at AS. They should learn the spellings and/or the  differences.Even so the whole point of snowball sampling is that the sample is unlikely to be a diverse range of people. Thus the candidate has not identified an advantage.



Highlight







Sticky Note

Overall AO1 2/6 and AO2 1/43/10












Sticky Note

Good clear introduction with a brief reference to realists.



Sticky Note

Validity is used in a well developed way. 







Sticky Note

Barker used accurately and towards the end of the paragraph the research is used in an evaluative way.Candidates who are able to sustain evaluation in this way rather than juxtaposing ideas will be able to access the top mark band for AO3.



Sticky Note

A second relevant study. The question directs candidates to use studies and this is essential in order to access the top mark bands.  







Sticky Note

The weaknesses of time and money are linked to the research of Dobash and Dobash. It is detailed and demonstrates the candidate's ability to apply and interpret research in relation to the specifics of the question. 







Sticky Note

Some lack of precision regarding validity,



Sticky Note

The paragraph is a further demonstration by this candidate of the evaluative tone they are using.







Sticky Note

Focused throughout with an evaluative tone.Well structuredAo110/10, AO2 5/5 and AO3 10/10Total 25?25












2 








Sticky Note

The first paragraph is clearly linked to the specifics of the question. The reference to realists is undeveloped in this introduction but picked up in the second paragraph.. 



Sticky Note

The strength identified in this second paragraph is linked to the research of Barker



Sticky Note

Verstehen is appropriately used. 



Sticky Note

The reference to theory in this paragraph is not linked to the specifics of the question.In addition a number of concepts are referred to but not explained. Concepts need to be explained accurately in relation to the specifics of a question and all paragraphs should be explicitly linked to the question if the top mark band is to be accessed.







Sticky Note

The candidate identifies two weaknesses in paragraph 4 but it would have been useful if the candidate had made that more explicit. 



Sticky Note

This is a useful link to Barker who has already been used. Fawbert's research has been appropriately used here as evaluation. 



Sticky Note

This is rather a tenuous point







Sticky Note

The conclusion merely repeats previous points even to the use of the same words.



Sticky Note

The answer  would have benefited from more detail at points especially in relation to the key concepts.It would also have benefited from another piece of research to demonstrate the strength of using more than one method. 



Sticky Note

It fits mark band 3 for all 3 AOs - some K and U, some accurate selection of appropriate concepts and evidence and some evaluation.AO1 8/10, AO2 4/5, AO3 8/10.  = 20 
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(B200U20-1)


2


Read the following item and answer each part of the following question.


The London riots 2011


The researchers wanted to understand the motivations, attitudes and experiences of people who 
took part in the riots of August 2011. Unstructured interviews were conducted with 270 people. 
They were held in people’s homes, fast food restaurants, cafes and youth clubs. The researchers 
had local contacts and knowledge of the communities. They used a form of snowball sampling to 
identify potential interviewees.
A third of the sample was aged between 10 and 17 years old and almost half were between 18 and 
25. Four-fifths were male and one-fifth female. The researchers thought the ratio of males to females
was probably not a true reflection of those who took part in the riots. In addition to the interviews, 
2.5 million riot related tweets were analysed and a quantitative analysis of 1000 court records was 
carried out. 


Adapted from The Guardian/The London School of Economics and Political Science. Reading the 
Riots: Investigating England’s Summer of Disorder 2011.


Answer each part of the following question.


(b) Using material from the item and sociological knowledge, explain two problems that may 
have arisen when interviewing young people. [10]


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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Sticky Note

Useful reference to triangulation and to realism. However whilst triangulation is implicitly referred to in the body of the essay realism is not explained and not mentioned again until the conclusion.



Sticky Note

This research is clearly relevant to the specifics of the question. 



Sticky Note

Rather than saying reliability and validity will be achieved it would be better to say may be as it depends on the methods used. 



Sticky Note

Two practical weaknesses identified.



Sticky Note

There may be sample attrition but the exact same participants are not always used therefore there is some imprecision.







Sticky Note

A further weakness is identified in the last few lines but needs further development.



Sticky Note

This is a basic answer which could have benefited from a consideration of more strengths and weaknesses. However it is focused and an accurate piece of research has been used.



Sticky Note

There is enough K and U to go to the top of MB 2.AO2 is 3 - basic ability to select and apply appropriate material and AO3 is 4 - basic evaluation. 
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Option 2 Youth Cultures 
 
Compulsory question 
 
3. (a) (i) Explain the meaning of the term neo-tribe. [5]  


 
 There should be an accurate definition. Answers should include 


accurate knowledge points for band 3 AO1. Points should be 
supported with examples and/or evidence. For band 3 Ao2 a clear 
explanation of the examples/evidence should be present. 


 
  Indicative content  
 


 An accurate definition. A loose grouping around shared style or tastes 


 Bennett and the significance of the term neo-tribe 


 Reference may be made to the features of neo-tribes e.g short lived, 
mix and match and blending of styles. 


 Maffesoli, Bauman and changing identities 


 Supermarket of style 


 Based on choice 


 Postmodernism 
 


Band AO1 
elements 1a & 1b 


AO2 
element 1a 


3 


3 marks 
Answers demonstrate detailed 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological theories/ concepts/ 
evidence relating to the context of 
the debate/question. 
 


2 marks 
Answers demonstrate accurate and 
relevant selection of appropriate 
sociological theories/ concepts/ 
evidence. These are applied and 
interpreted in the context of the 
debate/question.  
Reference will be made to the item to 
demonstrate ability to select appropriate 
examples. 
 


2 


2 marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological theories/ concepts/ 
evidence relating to the context of 
the debate/question. 
  


1 mark 
Answers demonstrate some ability to 
select, apply and interpret appropriate 
sociological theories/ concepts/ evidence 
in the context of the debate/question.  
 


1 


1 mark 
Answers demonstrate basic 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological theories/ concepts/ 
evidence context statement 
relating to the context of the 
debate/question. 


 


 
0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 
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(ii)  Research has found that some young people form anti-school sub-
cultures. 
Explain two sociological reasons for this. [10] 
 
For band 3AO1 there should be two reasons with supporting 
evidence/examples for both. For band 3 AO2 a clear explanation of 
the reasons and supporting evidence/examples should be present. 
 


   Indicative content 


 Status frustration – Cohen 


 Macho lads – Mac an Ghaill – coping with academic failure 


 Willis – Learning to Labour – a strategy to cope with oppression 
and tedium 


 A reaction to racist attitudes in schools – Sewell 
 


Band AO1 
elements 1a & 1b 


AO2 
element 1a 


3 


5-6 marks 
Answers demonstrate detailed 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological theories/ concepts/ 
evidence relating to the context of 
the debate/question. 


 


4 marks 
Answers demonstrate a detailed ability to 
select, apply and interpret appropriate 
sociological theories/ concepts/ evidence 
in the context of the debate/question.  
There will be appropriate use made of 
the item to demonstrate understanding. 
 


2 


3-4 marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological theories/ concepts/ 
evidence relating to the context of 
the debate/question. 
 
 


2-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate some ability to 
select, apply and interpret appropriate 
sociological theories/ concepts/ evidence 
in the context of the debate/question.  
Some reference will be made to the item. 
 


1 


1-2 marks 
Answers demonstrate basic 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating to the 
context of the debate/question.  
 


1 mark 
Answers demonstrate a basic ability to 
select, apply and interpret appropriate 
sociological theories/ concepts/ evidence 
in the context of the debate/question.  
 


 0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 
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Read the following item and answer each part of the following question.


The London riots 2011


The researchers wanted to understand the motivations, attitudes and experiences of people who 
took part in the riots of August 2011. Unstructured interviews were conducted with 270 people. 
They were held in people’s homes, fast food restaurants, cafes and youth clubs. The researchers 
had local contacts and knowledge of the communities. They used a form of snowball sampling to 
identify potential interviewees.
A third of the sample was aged between 10 and 17 years old and almost half were between 18 and 
25. Four-fifths were male and one-fifth female. The researchers thought the ratio of males to females
was probably not a true reflection of those who took part in the riots. In addition to the interviews, 
2.5 million riot related tweets were analysed and a quantitative analysis of 1000 court records was 
carried out. 


Adapted from The Guardian/The London School of Economics and Political Science. Reading the 
Riots: Investigating England’s Summer of Disorder 2011.


Answer each part of the following question.


1. (a) Using material from the item and sociological knowledge, explain the meaning of the term
unstructured interviews. [5]
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Either 
 
3. (b) Assess the view that youth cultures act as a form of resistance. [30] 


 
Answers should demonstrate the ability to make sense of sociological 
debates, offer sociological examples and explain sociological concepts. 
Answers need to use key terminology. Credit will be given to effective 
discussion where there is evidence of detailed and wide ranging knowledge. 
Where answers demonstrate all skills to the highest standard they will be 
consistent with band 4. However answers demonstrating knowledge but fewer 
skills of interpretation and discussion may achieve band 4 for AO1 but lower 
bands for AO2 and AO3. 


  
  Indicative content 
 


 There should be a clear understanding of the Marxist view of youth 
cultures. 


 Expect references to the work of the CCCS and writers such as Hall and 
Jefferson, Phil Cohen, Hebdige. These references should be discussed in 
terms of resistance. 


 The strengths and weaknesses of these ideas should be discussed  


 Other theories/explanations may be used to counter the view that youth 
cultures act as a form of resistance 


o Functionalist – Parsons, Eisenstadt, the transition from childhood 
to adulthood. 


o Explanations of female youth culture – Bedroom culture, 
McRobbie and Garber 


o Conforming youth - Muncie 
o Postmodern views of youth cultures – Roberts, Maffesoli, Giroux  
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Band 
AO1 


elements 1a & 1b 
AO2 


element 1a 
AO3 


strands 1-3 


4 


12-14 marks 
Answers demonstrate detailed 
knowledge and understanding 
of sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating to 
the context of the 
debate/question.  
 


4 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
accurate and relevant 
selection of appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence. These 
are applied and interpreted in 
the context of the 
debate/question.  
 


10-12 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
detailed, well organised 
and logical arguments. 
Logical judgements and 
conclusions will be offered 
based on explicit 
evaluation of the relevant 
theories/concepts/ 
evidence examined. 


3 


8-11  marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
knowledge and understanding 
of sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating to 
the context of the 
debate/question.  
 


3 marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
accurate and relevant 
selection of appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence. Some of 
which are applied and 
interpreted in the context of 
the debate/question.  
 


7-9 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
some, well organised and 
logical arguments. 
Judgements and 
conclusions offered will 
show some evaluation of 
the relevant theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
examined.  


2 


4-7 marks 
Answers demonstrate basic 
knowledge and understanding 
of sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating to 
the context of the 
debate/question.  
 


2 marks 
Answers demonstrate a basic 
ability to select, apply and 
interpret appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the 
context of the 
debate/question.  
 


4-6 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
basic arguments. 
Judgements and 
conclusions offered will 
show basic evaluation of 
the theories/concepts/ 
evidence examined.  


1 


1-3 marks  
Answers demonstrate limited 
knowledge and understanding 
of sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating to 
the context of the 
debate/question.  
 
 


1 mark 
Answers demonstrate limited 
ability to select and/or 
interpret and/or apply 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the 
context of the 
debate/question.  
 


1-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
limited argument. Any 
judgements and 
conclusions offered will 
show limited evaluation of 
any theories/concepts/ 
evidence examined.  


 
0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 


  












Sticky Note

Introduction- could have been more explicit in terms of the question.



Sticky Note

One reason for change and reference to evidence.







Sticky Note

The notion of significance could have been developed here.



Sticky Note

Attempts evaluation but not developed.



Sticky Note

Reference to education. This point could have been supported with reference to factors such as school leaving age, further/higher education.







Sticky Note

Evaluation of change but not linked to significance.



Sticky Note

Again, a change but not developed in terms of significance.







Sticky Note

Evidence and theory used here.



Sticky Note

Potentially relevant paragraph but generalised and undeveloped.



Sticky Note

Much of the rest of the answer is generalised and lacking evidence and examples







Sticky Note

AO1- 9 marks.Some relevant knowledge and understanding -lacks detail.AO2- 3 marks.Some appropriate knowledge selected and applied.AO3- 6 marks.Analysis and evaluation basic in terms of question. Not explicitly linked to significance.












Sticky Note

The Dobash and Dobash research is not entirely relevant as it is not focused on young people. It is not essential to use research for this part of the question and therefore the time could have been spent developing the issues 



Sticky Note

This is a good detailed answer which is clearly structured and is therefore in the top mark bands for AO1 and 25/6 and 4/4Total 9?10



Sticky Note

This is a clear definition of snowball sampling but it is then repeated in the advantage and disadvantage.Candidates are advised to start by focusing on the specifics of the question.  A disadvanage is .....An advantage is ......







Sticky Note

Clear and accurate link to representativeness. This is linked to the item and then to generalisability. Candidates who use the key concepts accurately will be rewarded appropriately.



Sticky Note

The advantage is focused on practical issues. A little more explanation would have been useful to make the advantage as good as the disadvantage. A clearer explanation for example of access and the use of the notion of gatekeeper/s.







Sticky Note

The candidate has done enough to be placed in the top mark bands for AO1 and AO2.5/6 and 4/4Total 9/10 



Sticky Note

Good clear introduction with a brief reference to realists.



Sticky Note

Validity is used in a well developed way. 
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Read the following item and answer each part of the following question.


The London riots 2011


The researchers wanted to understand the motivations, attitudes and experiences of people who 
took part in the riots of August 2011. Unstructured interviews were conducted with 270 people. 
They were held in people’s homes, fast food restaurants, cafes and youth clubs. The researchers 
had local contacts and knowledge of the communities. They used a form of snowball sampling to 
identify potential interviewees.
A third of the sample was aged between 10 and 17 years old and almost half were between 18 and 
25. Four-fifths were male and one-fifth female. The researchers thought the ratio of males to females
was probably not a true reflection of those who took part in the riots. In addition to the interviews, 
2.5 million riot related tweets were analysed and a quantitative analysis of 1000 court records was 
carried out. 


Adapted from The Guardian/The London School of Economics and Political Science. Reading the 
Riots: Investigating England’s Summer of Disorder 2011.


Answer each part of the following question.


(d) With reference to sociological studies, discuss the strengths and weaknesses of using 
more than one method in sociological research. [25]
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Sticky Note

Sensitivity was the second issue and this was linked to validity however validity was not developed or explained.



Sticky Note

Some K and U so therefore MB 2 for AO1 3/6 and some ability to select relevant material and apply it appropriately AO2 3/6.Total 6/10



Sticky Note

A weak definition.



Sticky Note

The second paragraph provides a clearly developed advantage and this has been well developed in relation to the item.



Sticky Note

The second paragraph is a clear disadvantage and the point is accurately linked to representativeness and generalisability. The item has been used well in relation to the gender mix of the sample used by the researchers.







Sticky Note

This is a clearly structured answer which is top mark band for AO1 and AO2 5/6 and 4/4.Total 9/10



Sticky Note

The first paragraph is clearly linked to the specifics of the question. The reference to realists is undeveloped in this introduction but picked up in the second paragraph.. 



Sticky Note

The strength identified in this second paragraph is linked to the research of Barker



Sticky Note

Verstehen is appropriately used. 



Sticky Note

The reference to theory in this paragraph is not linked to the specifics of the question.In addition a number of concepts are referred to but not explained. Concepts need to be explained accurately in relation to the specifics of a question and all paragraphs should be explicitly linked to the question if the top mark band is to be accessed.
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Read the following item and answer each part of the following question.


The London riots 2011


The researchers wanted to understand the motivations, attitudes and experiences of people who 
took part in the riots of August 2011. Unstructured interviews were conducted with 270 people. 
They were held in people’s homes, fast food restaurants, cafes and youth clubs. The researchers 
had local contacts and knowledge of the communities. They used a form of snowball sampling to 
identify potential interviewees.
A third of the sample was aged between 10 and 17 years old and almost half were between 18 and 
25. Four-fifths were male and one-fifth female. The researchers thought the ratio of males to females
was probably not a true reflection of those who took part in the riots. In addition to the interviews, 
2.5 million riot related tweets were analysed and a quantitative analysis of 1000 court records was 
carried out. 


Adapted from The Guardian/The London School of Economics and Political Science. Reading the 
Riots: Investigating England’s Summer of Disorder 2011.


Answer each part of the following question.


(c) With reference to the item and sociological knowledge, identify one advantage and one 
disadvantage of using snowball sampling. [10]
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(c) With reference to the item and sociological knowledge identify one advantage 
and one disadvantage of using snowball sampling.  (10) 


 
There should be one advantage and one disadvantage of using snowball 
sampling in this research identified for A01 band 2. The advantage and 
disadvantage will contain technical language and will be focused on 
methodological problems. For A02 band 3 the advantages and disadvantage 
must be explained with reference to methodological issues and the impact on 
the research  


 
Indicative content 


 
Advantages 


 To gain access to groups that may otherwise be problematic. 


 To gain access where there is no sampling frame.  


 Cheap. 


 Simple to do – requires no elaborate planning.. 
 


  Disadvantages 


 Sample may not be representative of the target population. 


 May be unsafe to make generalisations about the target population. 


 Use of personal contacts may lead to skewed data.  


 The sample will not be a random one. 


 The sample is self-selecting. 
 


 Reference may be made to sociological studies such as that by Taylor 
(984), Aldridge and Levine (2001), Bhopal (range of research since 2000), 
Blackman (1995, 1997), Williamson (2004). 


 Reference must be made to the Item. 
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Band AO1 
elements 2a & 2b 


AO2 
element 1b 


3 5-6 marks 
Answers demonstrate detailed 
knowledge and understanding 
of sociological concepts and/or 
evidence relating to the context 
of the debate/question. 


4 marks 
Answers demonstrate a detailed 
ability to select, apply and interpret 
appropriate sociological concepts 
and/or evidence in the context of 
the debate/question. 
 
There will be appropriate use made 
of the item to demonstrate 
understanding. 


2 3-4 marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
knowledge of sociological 
concepts and/or evidence 
relating to the context of the 
debate/question. 


2-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate some ability 
to select, apply and interpret 
appropriate sociological 
concepts/evidence in the context of 
the debate/question. 
 
Some reference will be made to the 
item. 


1 1-2 marks 
Answers demonstrate basic 
knowledge and understanding 
of sociological 
concepts/evidence relating to 
the context of the debate 
/question. 


1 marks 
Answers demonstrate a basic ability 
to select, apply and interpret 
appropriate sociological 
concepts/evidence in the context of 
the debate/question. 
 


 0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 
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